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Inspirational Art

To mark the beginning of spring, the 
student government underclassman 
challenged the Lacordaire Upper School 
students to a art contest with the reward 
of winning art baskets full of new 
supplies. With about 20 submissions, 
students gathered to vote on March 
30th during lunch as the images were 
described and the voting began. After 
all the votes were in, the three winning 
photos are the ones shown. In first place 
is the black and white piece to the left 
made by Kelly Miller. Intrestingly 
enough, in second place is the colorful 
piece on the top right also by Kelly 
Miller. In third place with the painting on 
the bottom right is the painting of three 
women by Jolie Reyes. Each one of these 
students will receive an art basket and 
will have their art featured in the Zephyr 
Magazine along with this edition of 
Checkerboard. Congratulations!

by Macrina Makar
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In Our WORLD

In recent months, there has been a significant increase in hate 
crimes against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, leading to 
the rise of the #StopAAPIHate movement. Most of these racially 
motivated attacks, including both verbal and physical assaults, 
have been conducted against Asian women and the elderly. The 
location of these crimes are occurring all over the United States, 
from huge cities to small towns, showcasing how widespread and 
(until now) relatively unseen Asian hate is within America. One of 
the most gruesome events, now classified as a terrorist attack, 
occured in Atlanta, Georgia. The gunman killed 8 people in total, 6 
of which were Asian American women. One of the problems facing 
the #StopAAPI movement is a lack of proper media coverage and 
reporting, for a lot of the crimes committed are not being classified 
as hate crimes, despite the racially motivated nature of the assaults 
and accounts of vandalism.

by  Isabella Johnson

"We've gone to being 
invisible to being seen as 
subhuman. We just want 
to be seen as American 
like everyone else" 

- Representative Grace 
Meng of New York

#StopAAPIHate

Column

Protests have taken place all over the country, 
attempting to draw more attention to the 
movement and the need for change. For more 
information, concerning both news, where to 
donate, and how to be an ally, visit https://anti-
asianviolenceresources.carrd.co/ and 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/04/03/u
s/anti-asian-attacks.html, a helpful NY Times 
interactive, exhibiting the record of attacks 
against the Asian community)

https://anti-asianviolenceresources.carrd.co/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/04/03/us/anti-asian-attacks.html


In Our WORLD

When COVID-19 spread across the globe, several theaters 
worldwide closed down. Due to restrictions and nature of 
acting, social distancing was not plausible. Like the notion 

of a rat becoming a chef in a renowned Parisian restaurant. 
Yet, dreams do come true even through the face of 

adversity. Ratatouille: The TikTok Musical is now a produced 
performance on Broadway and even donates to the Actors 
Fund. This all started back in August in 2020 when Emily 

Jacobsen, came up with a four line ballad for Remy:
 

“Remy, the ratatouille
The rat of all my dreams

I praise you, my ratatouille
May the world remember your name.”

 
The world now remembers Remi through the beloved 

musical created by various TikTokers. The musical picked up 
speed with more and more people contributing their 

creative talents. And soon enough, Disney caught on and 
gave Seaview Productions the green light for production. 
Even stuck at home, people were able to collaborate and 
embrace the possibility of a musical during a pandemic.

Severe weather is affecting millions of Americans this 
year and snow was falling in the hardest-hit areas in 
Texas. As the temperatures were decreasing and snow 
and ice was increasing in the state, much of Texas lost 
their power, followed by the water systems. As it grew 
colder, millions huddled in their homes or fled for safety 
but the full measure of the crisis Texas faced began to 
become apparent when residents would have to go 
without heat for many days, and more than four million 
people lost their power. Thousands of people sought 
refuge from their freezing homes in warming shelters 
but they also had to consider the risks of contracting or 
spreading the coronavirus. Others sat in their cars and 
hundreds were hospitalized for carbon monoxide 
poisoning. Two days later, people started to get their 
power back but drinkable water was another problem. 
Frozen pipes burst across the state and the water that 
did come out of taps was often undrinkable due to 
dangerously low water pressure levels. At one point, an 
estimated 13 million people were under a water crisis, 
nearly half of Texas’ population. At week’s end, as the 
cold weather began to loosen its grip, the power came 
back for most Texans but it’s di�cult to estimate how 
much it would cost for all the wintertime upgrades Texas 
needs. by  Alyson Hang

Ratatouille is Back!

by Goretti Muriithi

Column

Texas Storm

As a continuation to last edition's Daylight Savings column, 
we took a poll to see the student body's opinion on the 
seasonal time change. As shown in the pie chart, the 
majority of students believe that daylight savings should 
not be kept. However, it is only a slight majority meaning 
that there is still a sizable amount of students that hope 
for it to stay. As of now, the American government has no 
plans of removing the seasonal time change. However, if 
more Americans fall into the former category, it may very 
well change in the future. 

 Daylight Savings ? by  Amber Greene and Macrina Makar



Take it From Your Fellow LION
Katy's advice:

"Quis ipsum suspendisse 
ultrices gravida. In metus 
vulputate eu scelerisque 
felis imperdiet proin."

Tiny Beautiful Things: A Book Review
by Goretti Muriithi

Under the alias of Sugar, Cheryl Strayed answers the call as a columnist 
and dishes out advice to those who write to her. Throughout her collection of 
letters and responses, Cheryl offers her experiences with death, heartache, 
love and life by relating to the writer with her own anecdotes, clear 
metaphors, and blunt aphorisms. Even though Cheryl is well versed in 
literature rather than psychology, I found that every response she gives is 
well thought out and sensitive. She acknowledges that she may not have all 
the right answers, however,    the answers she provides are ones that she 
herself trusts in. Strayed’s writing style is firm yet comforting, able to draw 
the reader and relate each individual story to the audience, even if it is not 
their personal experience. After reading “Tiny Beautiful Things”, I realized 
that we each have something to gain from Strayed’s guidance. And, hey, 
maybe one of you reading this will write to Sugar someday. 

Pixar's "Soul"
by Amber Greene
Pixar’s “Soul” was released on Disney Plus at the end of last year, an 
exciting yet heartfelt story following where exactly souls go after death. 
Directed by Pete Doctor, who also directed “Inside Out,” Pixar’s latest film 
has viewers look at music teacher Joe Gardner as he goes on a self-
discovery journey, while helping another soul find their passion. While 
appreciating individuality in the movie, Soul has gotten praise for being 
Pixar’s first movie with a black male lead character. Soul gives insight into 
the complexity of life, calling the audience to examine not only their 
individual lives but their connections to friends, family, and our community 
as    whole. I felt more connected to the characters, connected to their 
world than any other Pixar movie I’ve watched in a while. It has a thrilling 
plot, full of lots of surprises that keep you on the edge of your seat. I 
especially loved the final message, where the audience is called to reflect 
on the importance of one’s “spark,” or life’s purpose, plays in one’s life. If 
you’re interested in a complex and profound yet heartening film, Soul is 
the movie for you! (Oh, and have some tissues nearby, it’s a tearjerker..) 



Take it From Your Fellow LION
Katy's advice:

by Isabella Johnson 

With the end of a much needed winter break comes what every high school student dreads most, midterm season. I know 
it’s coming up every year and yet, I still act surprised when the o�cial schedule is released. However, this year, I was 
justified in my surprise as the schedule (in all my 3 years of experiencing midterm season) actually changed. Since most of 
the school is virtual, our short marathon of midterms, comprising of 3 days total, was doubled. Normally, students would sit 
for 2 midterms a day from Tuesday through Thursday, with Friday acting as a make-up day if anyone needed to make up 
an exam. This year, however, students were expected to sit for exams Tuesday through Thursday, taking 1 exam from 8 to 
10 AM. The worst part wasn’t even the expansion of the schedule but the fact that students had to attend class after 
taking their morning midterm. I understand the logic behind this, as we can’t miss that much school. However, just because 
I understand why this had to happen, doesn’t mean that I was happy while it was happening! 

f you want to hear more about Isabella's experience with midterms and see the full report of the poll statistics (via pie 
charts), click the link below! 

 https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pqBB9mmUti_a98lp_nb7U_zXNas1UOVGccHNgZ5KlgQ/edit?usp=sharing 

Unsurprisingly, I Didn't Particularly 
Enjoy Midterms 

Fate: The Winx Saga
by Isabella Johnson Netflix’s most recent addition to their original series came in the form of a 

reboot of the beloved Winx Club, a fun, glittery show about the power of love 
and friendship, suddenly turned angsty and dark with Netflix’s own rendition, 
Fate: The Winx Saga. The story follows five fairies by the name of Bloom, 
Terra, Musa, Stella, and Aisha, as they navigate not only their powers but the 
increasing threat of the “burned ones.” To be completely honest, the show 
was...boring. (One would think that it would be very hard to make a show 
about fairies, monsters, AND general teenage angst boring but Netflix 
accomplished the impossible). The monsters, essentially zombies made up of 
fire, fall flat as an actual threat, as while the Academy claims they’re 
impossible to kill, Bloom manages to defeat them (with her unstable fire magic 
mind you) on her first try. The romance arcs between characters, such as Bloom 
and Sky lack any actual chemistry. The bond between the five main characters 
is disappointing, to say the least. I liked that they didn’t just become friends 
the second they all met each other, however, by the last episode of season 1, I 
seriously questioned whether there was an actual friendship between the five 
fairies. Lastly, the show’s blatant whitewashing of original POC characters was 
my breaking point with the series. Due to the lack of diversity, their inclusion of 
Aisha, one of the only black characters on the show, seems like a sad attempt 
at inclusion. Instead of diversifying the cast, it makes her character seem like a 
token, placed to appease the masses. Considering the issues of inclusion and 
watchability Fate: The Winx Sage has, I wouldn’t recommend this series to 
anyone. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pqBB9mmUti_a98lp_nb7U_zXNas1UOVGccHNgZ5KlgQ/edit?usp=sharing


Lions at WORK

Katy's advice:

"Quis ipsum suspendisse 
ultrices gravida. In metus 
vulputate eu scelerisque 
felis imperdiet proin."

St. Jude's Math-a-Thon
by Chelsea Ferary

In the first week of March,  Lacordaire’s Math Honors Society hosted a 
successful fundraiser for children with cancer at St. Jude’s Hospital. The 
mission of  St. Judes Hospital is to not only treat affected children but to 
relieve their families of insanely expensive hospital bills. Thanks to St. 
Judes and their incredible initiative, cancer survival rates for children 
declined from 80% to a low rate of 20%. From March 1st to the 5th, Mu 
Alpha Theta brought the St. Judes Math-a-thon to Lacordaire, calling 
the lower and middle school forth to help families in need, while also 
showing how math could be used for good within the world. The lower 
grade community was able to raise over 1,000 dollars, where all of the 
proceeds gained will go towards alleviating medical bills for families 
under the care of St. Judes.  We should all be very thankful and proud of 
the lower and middle school, as their participation in this event ensures 
that suffering families will receive the help they need. None of this would 
have been possible without the support of our Lacordaire community!

Events Of Service
by Macrina Makar

Despite a year that has tested us all, the National Honors Society has risen to the occasion and hosted many 
events to help those impacted by the pandemic. During these isolating times of the pandemic, mental health 
care is more important than ever given the rise in mental health issues. To support those in need of mental 
help, the National Honors Society partnered with Centanni Restaurant in North Arlington, NJ to donate the 
proceeds of money fundraised to the National Alliance on Mental Illness. The Dine In Movie event took place 
on February 19. Throughout the day members of the Lacordaire Academy community were encouraged to buy 
food from Centanni as a percentage of the money was donated. Then, at 7 p.m. members of the community 
gathered together to watch Alice in Wonderland together on Zoom, enjoying both  dinner and a  movie. This 
event successfully raised about $100. As the last event of the year, The National Honors Society also hosted a 
fundraiser to help healthcare workers. Though vaccinations continue, healthcare workers are still in need of 
PPE to provide us with the ultimate care all while keeping themselves safe so the NHS decided to help out 
from March 25- 31. They set a goal of $350 and motivated students with rewards. If the goal was reached, 
students would receive a “No Homework Day.” As a bonus, the class that fundraises the most money would 
receive free cupcake coupons from Mr. Cupcakes. And surely the goals were met. The Lacordaire community 
raised almost $600 going to the Healthcare Workers Fund set up by Intrahealth and will receive a “No 
Homework Day.” Ninth grade raised the most money and will be awarded the cupcakes. Both events were a 
success and worked for the benefit of communities all around the world in a hard time. 



New Teachers at LACO

Katy's advice:

"Quis ipsum suspendisse 
ultrices gravida. In metus 
vulputate eu scelerisque 
felis imperdiet proin."

Mr. Wight: Quartets and Cookies With Just a Bit of Excess

by  Kaili Martinez-Beasley 
Interviewer: Hello!

Mr. Wight: Hey there Kaili! Thank you for interviewing me. 

Interviewer: Of course!

Mr. Wight: Take it away!

Interviewer: So before coming to Lacordaire, you worked at the 
Liberty Science Center. Have you worked in a school setting 
beforehand, and was there something that drew you to working in it 
again or for the first time?

Mr. Wight: Well, um, there are a couple of answers to that question. 
Before I worked at the Science Center, and before I moved to the 
New York area or New Jersey, I worked as a substitute teacher at a 
middle school. It was actually a school that's about the same size as 
Lacordaire called Green Acres school in Rockville, Maryland. I did 
work there, but I didn't work with any high schoolers. Then, as part of
my Master's in education, I also did some work with some different age levels of elementary students in the 
winter or the fall of 2019. It’s hard to keep track of time, because of everything being on pause, more or less. 
It's not that I've ever been in a classroom before, but I would say that I've been in a lot of different 
classrooms, both before and during my time at the Science Center. So I got to see what a lot of different 
classrooms look like, the kind of people that make them up, and the kind of people that read those 
classrooms. The one thing that I can say is constant across every classroom I've been to is that nothing is the 
same. Everything is always different, no matter where you go. It's a different culture, and that's one of the 
really exciting things about education, learning. I'm still figuring out what Laco’s culture is like, but I like it so 
far.

Interviewer: Did you always want to be a teacher and involved in the sciences, or were there any other jobs 
you aspired to work in when you were younger?

Mr. Wight: I always, hmm, I don't like to speak in absolutes. I was really sure that I wanted to be a scientist for 
most of my time, but I also thought about being an actor for a while as well.

For more on Mr. Wight's Quartets and Cookies with Just a Bit of Excess, click the link below.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QNawHzNx4rPC2LpGgt9wgvd_B-RYI1elMO8NJAzjsXY/edit?
usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QNawHzNx4rPC2LpGgt9wgvd_B-RYI1elMO8NJAzjsXY/edit?usp=sharing


New Teachers at LACO

Katy's advice:

"Quis ipsum suspendisse 
ultrices gravida. In metus 
vulputate eu scelerisque 
felis imperdiet proin."

Interviewer: Hello! So first question: Some of our teachers are 
especially gifted in other areas such as cooking or sewing. Do 
you have any hidden or weird talents that students might not 
know about?

Ms. McFarlane: Yeah! A really weird one that I have is, I can 
taste the colors of M&Ms. It’s not like the colors really taste like 
anything in particular, but I have a super-sensitive taste palette 
so I can taste food coloring in things. It just tastes fake and 
artificial so I figured out that different M&Ms taste different. I 
kind of just match the taste to the color.

Interviewer: That’s cool! I wish I could do that. Speaking on the 
topic of colors, what’s your favorite color?

 Ms. McFarlane: Purple, hands down!
 

Katy's advice:Ms. McFarlane: Zodiac Signs, Peacocks, and Twilight 
Teams!

 by Ashley Rodriguez

Interviewer: Nice, that’s my best friend’s favorite color! What’s your favorite season and holiday? Do they 
correlate? Are there any personal holiday traditions you’re willing to share?

Ms. McFarlane: Um, so my favorite season is summer. I’m definitely a summer girl. I love the beach, so I guess 
my favorite holiday is Fourth of July, because my family is very very competitive when it comes to sports. We 
tend to have Backyard Olympics™ every summer around Fourth of July. We’ll play very serious competitive 
games of like, can jam and wi�e ball and tennis. There’s crying involved and name throwing, sometimes. But, 
it’s just a really great family memory.

Interviewer: My family is always really lazy in the summer. So, can you tell the students your zodiac sign and 
if you happen to feel connected to what it says about you?

Ms. McFarlane: I so believe in zodiac signs! I am a Libra through and through. I have my Libra cup, I am a 
Libra 100%. I’m very creative, I fly off the cuff a lot, but I cannot make a decision for the life of me. You 
know, we’re the scale, we like to balance things out, so do not ask me where I want to go eat, I will not tell 
you cause I can find something to eat anywhere we go. I hate to make decisions. But I am very vocal about 
my opinion.

If you want to read more about Ms. McFarlane's Zodiac Signs, Peacocks, and Twilight Teams, click the link 
below.
  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CnVyv8nO8O5yt_6oN2SOecrjXUYIB3za1ZlygAgqPB0/edit?
usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CnVyv8nO8O5yt_6oN2SOecrjXUYIB3za1ZlygAgqPB0/edit?usp=sharing


Ingredients
Mu�ns:
 2 cups all-purpose flour
½ cup granulated white sugar
1 tbsp baking powder
½ tsp salt
1 8-oz can of crushed pineapple (save 
the juice!)
¾ cup of milk
½ tsp vanilla extract
1 large egg
¼ cup (or ½ stick) of butter, melted

Side Notes

These mu�ns are the 
perfect thing for a fun 
burst of fruit in the 
morning or a light, sweet 
dessert to end your day. 

 

 

 

Prep Time 15 minutes
Bake Time  25 minutes + 
cooling
Makes 1 dozen

Preparation
1. In a large bowl, whisk together flour, 
sugar, baking powder, and salt.
 
2. Drain the pineapple. Reserve ¼ cup of 
the juice and 2 tbsp of pineapple for 
topping. 
 
3. Add pineapple, juice, milk, vanilla 
extract, egg, and butter to the dry 
ingredients. Stir until just combined (not 
too much!) 
4. Fill paper-lined mu�n cups. 
 
5. Put a bit of the reserved pineapple 
chunks on top of each cup of batter.
 
6. Bake at 375º for 25-30 minutes or until 
a toothpick inserted in the center comes 
out clean. 
 
7. Cool for 10 minutes before removing 
from the pan.

• Be careful not to overfill cupcake liners 
as they will spill out during the baking 
process.
• Experiment and have fun!! Try using 
different fruits or extracts. Try different 
toppings or ingredient ratios. Maybe you 
can make pineapple-vanilla cake, or 
whip up a frosting and make these into 
cupcakes! 
• Let me know what you come up with!

Credit: Recipe 
Girl  https://www.recipegirl.com/pineappl
e-mu�ns/ 

Tips

Seasonal RECIPE - Pineapple Vanilla Muffins

By Ashley Rodriguez



Starry NightHOROSCOPES

Aries

Taurus

Leo Virgo

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aries
2021 is major for your love life Aries, but only if you drop the 
drama. As the world starts to heal from the pains of 2020, you 
need to let go of any habits that may have developed while 
isolating that no longer serve you. This year brings 
opportunities for magnificent love, as long as you don't ruin it 
with an infamous Aries temper tantrum.

Aries

Taurus

Taurus
Last year left you with plenty of time to think, Taurus, and 
2021 wants you to act on your desires because you are worth 
it. This will likely manifest most obviously in your 
professional life, so don't be surprised if you leave one job for 
something bigger and better that fills your soul. Practice self-
care and don't for a second forget your worth, or else you 
could risk missing out on an opportunity made for you.

Taurus

Gemini
After the economic chaos of 2020, this year offers you 
opportunities to rebuild and grow professionally, but it won't 
be easy for you or anyone else, Gemini. The hard work and 
effort you put in last year will start to pay off, but you'll need 
to keep up some of the momentum. An eclipse in your sign 
brings a burst of unexpected news, further encouraging your 
personal growth that the new year brings.

Leo
Virgo

Taurus

Cancer
2020 kept you so busy that you started crab-walking in 
circles, Cancer. You're an expert when it comes to taking care 
of other people, but 2021 asks you to let other people take 
care of you. This may be hard to do, as it can be difficult to 
admit when you're vulnerable, but I pinkie promise that it's 
for your own health and happiness.

Virgo

Taurus

Leo
You are ruled by the sun, Leo, so you were actually born to be 
in the spotlight. Social distancing was hard for everyone, but 
it's possible it affected your sign the most, leaving you to get 
creative. As the world starts to heal in 2021, you'll feel like a 
lion trapped in a cage bursting to get out. When you do, you'll 
want to say yes to every date and every opportunity, but 
beware of short-term thinking, Leo. Your 2021 mission is to 
practice patience and be discerning. VirgoVirgo

As the healer of the zodiac, 2020 kept you busy, Virgo. When you 
weren't out there giving out masks and delivering meals you 
became an emotional net for friends and family, and it's likely you 
over-extended yourself. This year, it may be helpful to work 
through the trauma you've experienced, either by getting a 
therapist, meditating, or simply making more time for long walks. 
Doing things that make you feel calm and balanced may just help 
you erect boundaries to bring in healthier relationships. 

A



Starry NightHOROSCOPES
By Jordan Borisuk

Taurus

Taurus

Virgo

Capricorn

Libra
As the sign of partnerships and balance, 2020 did a number 
on you. Not only was the world total chaos, but you had to 
primarily switch communicating over text, which while fun, is 
not the same as going out and talking in real life. However, 
you still managed to get your fair share of interaction. This 
year offers a chance at healthy, stable, and long-term love, 
you just need to keep your eyes and heart open. 

Aries

Taurus

Scorpio
The pains of 2020 may have brought out your dark side, 
Scorpio. That doesn't make you a supervillain but it does 
mean that you may have raised your stinger a few times to 
pick fights with those closest to you. But that's okay; if the 
last year has taught us anything, it's that life can be hard, and 
we all deserve a little more grace. Now that you know how 
you react in some situations, do what you can to stop giving 
in to any overly aggressive tendencies. Your friendships will 
benefit from keeping a cooler head. 

Taurus

Sagittarius
Last year was rough on everyone, Sagittarius, but you felt it 
super hard. As a fire sign who loves to be the life of the party, 
when parties were canceled, you may have wondered what 
the point of it all was — and given into doom-scrolling as a 
substitute. This year, you'll find purpose again. 2021 asks you 
to prioritize your health, both mental and emotional. You'll 
feel much better when you start listening and tending to your 
needs. 

Leo Virgo

Taurus

Capricorn
Hello, dear Capricorn. Pay attention, because you're going to 
like what you read. After the hellscape that was 2020, this 
year puts your career and money center stage. In particular, 
you will benefit from leaning into what you love and whatever 
it is that brings you the most satisfaction. While we all must 
take what we can get in this economy, this year asks you to 
take risks and reap the financial rewards. 

Virgo

Taurus

Aquarius
You care about your community, Aquarius, and the events of 
2020 gave you plenty of chances to keep busy by lending a 
hand. Whether you became your family's point person and 
organizer of Zoom holidays or dove into activism, you likely 
stayed so busy tending to others that you forgot about your 
own needs. Now, 2021 shines a spotlight on you, precious 
water bearer, and it's time to step into it.

VirgoPisces
Your psychic and empathic abilities are what make you so 
magical, Pisces, but the weight of the world in 2020 became 
too much for you. As a result, you probably used stay-at-
home orders to retreat a little bit too much. This year asks 
you to come out of your fishbowl and grace us with your 
humor and pretty face. Expect major changes in your friend 
group that overlap with your love life. 



Spring Showers CROSSWORD
By Tatianna Dorlean 

Credit: Homeschool Journeys
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